
 

Machine MD appointed to Publicis Worldwide Team

Machine MD and Chief Creative Officer Gareth McPherson has been appointed to the Publicis Worldwide Team, as a
member of the Management and Creative committees. Gareth joins a talented group of leaders selected from within the
sizeable network of creative agencies of the Publicis Groupe, who provide valuable insight and guidance to the rest of the
network.

The Publicis Groupe network of agencies and companies collectively form the world's
third-largest communications group, known for its world-renowned creativity, best-in-
class technology, digital and service. Through its powerful alchemy of creativity and
technology, the group has earned a reputation for driving business transformation for its
clients, across the entire value chain.

Machine joined the Publicis Groupe in 2014, with McPherson then leading the creative
team as Group Creative Director. He has effectively led the agency creatively since its
inception in 2012, guiding it through the ranks, from initial recognition as AdReview's
Breakthrough Agency of the Year 2013, to currently ranking in the Top 10 Creative
agencies in South Africa, and most recently being placed in the Top 5 Digital agencies’
rankings in the country. Over this time, the agency has delivered some of the industry’s
best work. Gareth was appointed MD and Chief Creative Officer in early 2019.

Gareth’s creative expertise and insight has been instrumental in positioning Machine as
one of the country’s leading Brand Experience companies, with an impressive mix of blue chip brands among its
longstanding clients – among these are Pernod Ricard SA, Red Bull, RCS, Emirates Airlines and Sanlam.

"While Machine works independently as a business entity, I believe it’s important to stay connected and involved in matters
pertaining to the group strategy, human resources, training and technology. My appointment to the Publicis Worldwide
team will ensure that our company interests synergise with those of the group," says McPherson.

In his personal capacity, McPherson’s work on a multitude of blue-chip brands has won a host of local and international
awards, from Loeries and Bookmarks, to a number of top Cannes wins.

More about Publicis Machine

Born out of digital, Brand Experience company Machine is home to 70 adventurous minds. The agency combines incisive
strategy, award-winning creativity and cutting-edge technology to transform their client’s business. It is represented in both
Johannesburg and Cape Town and features specialisation across five key pillars: Content Marketing (Narrative), Public
Relations (Moon Walk), Technology & Digital Solutions (Nurun), User-Experience and Through-the-Line Communications.

Machine_ secures 15% of shortlists in The Andys Regional Competition 30 Jan 2024

A week of wins: Machine_ celebrates a triple triumph at the Assegai, Pendoring, and SAPF Awards 17 Nov

2023

Machine_ celebrates 11 wins and Editor of the Year hat-trick at the 2023 SA Publication Forum Awards 9 Nov

2023

Machine_ wins gold at 2023 New Gen 2 Oct 2023

Machine_ helps Sanlam Rewards secure Commendation at 2023 SA Loyalty Awards 21 Sep 2023
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Machine_

Machine_ is a creative solutions agency represented across Cape Town, Johannesburg and Durban, and is
home to over 75 adventurous minds.
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