
 

Quality steers NWU to ranking excellence

The quality subject offerings in the fields of atmospheric science, clinical medicine, education, hospitality and tourism
management, and public health at the North-West University (NWU) have elevated the university in global rankings. It is
also a great achievement for the NWU to be ranked first in the region for mathematics.

According to the latest findings of the Shanghai Ranking Consultancy’s Global Academic Ranking of World Universities
(ARWU), the NWU features among the top universities in the above areas of expertise. This reaffirms the NWU as an
academic institution where excellence continuous to triumph and quality of the highest standards is celebrated.

The ARWU is a global ranking system that assesses more than 1,800 universities from 90 countries and regions. This is
why being placed in the top 500 is a considerable achievement, as subjects are benchmarked against the best of the best.
The results are published annually.

The NWU is first on the ranking ladder for mathematics in the national/regional ranking in South Africa. The university is
ranked in the top 201 to 300 category of the ARWU’s 2020 subject rankings. The NWU is the only South African university
that appears in the top 500 for mathematics. It is a continuation of and impressive improvement on the NWU’s good
performance in previous years in the ARWU rankings for this subject. In 2019 the university was ranked in the 301 to 400
category (first in South Africa), and in 2018 it was in the 401 to 500 category (in the top two along with Beni-Suef
University of Egypt as number 1). To see this ranking, visit: http://www.shanghairanking.com/Shanghairanking-Subject-
Rankings/mathematics.html.

The NWU is ranked among the top universities in the 151 to 200 category in the areas of atmospheric sciences, clinical
medicine, public health and hospitality and tourism management.

Another considerable achievement for the NWU is being first in South Africa and 27th among the best universities in the
area of education.

The ARWU follows other successes in rankings for the NWU. Earlier this year the university was ranked among the best
101 to 150 universities out of more than 350 universities in the Times Higher Education (THE) Young University Rankings.

It also had considerable success in the ranking of the Centre for World University Rankings (CWUR) in June, and the THE
Emerging Economies rankings in February. Read more: http://news.nwu.ac.za/nwu-continues-shine-rankings. Prof Dan
Kgwadi, vice-chancellor and principal of the NWU, says the university celebrates its achievements in the rankings. “It
contributes to the NWU’s dream to be an internationally recognised university in Africa and the world, distinguished for
engaged scholarship, social responsiveness and an ethic of care.”
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North-West University (NWU)

The North-West University (NWU) is one of South Africa's top five universities; that offers superior academic
excellence, cutting-edge research and innovation and teaching and learning. It all starts here.
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