
 

Karen Simpson appointed as managing director Africa at
Oxford University Press

Oxford University Press would like to announce the appointment of Karen Simpson as managing director for Africa from 1
October 2023. Prior to her appointment, Karen was the product director at Oxford University Press and has spent the last
15 years of her career in management positions, focusing on commercial educational product development across all
levels. Before joining Oxford University Press, Karen had a successful career in publishing roles at Pearson, Bateleur
Books and Nasou-Via Afrika.

Karen Simpson

“I believe Karen will lead Oxford Africa with the requisite leadership skill and genuine passion to continue the business’s
track record in transforming lives through its innovative and relevant education material in multiple languages across Africa.
Her drive, strategic ability and active engagement with the publishing industry, makes her the ideal candidate for the
position of managing director,” said Hanri Pieterse, outgoing managing director at Oxford University Press.

Karen Simpson stated that “Oxford University Press has a rich history and a track record of reinventing itself to remain
relevant. I am passionate about the work we do to impact learning in diverse contexts in Africa. I look forward to working
with our teams across the continent to continue to innovate and deliver exceptional learning resources and experiences. I
am grateful to Hanri Pieterse for her vision, leadership and unwavering dedication to our mission over the last four years.”

About Oxford University Press

Oxford University Press Southern Africa is one of the leading educational publishers in South Africa. They are proudly
South African, rooted in South Africa for over 100 years, publishing educational and literacy material in all 11 official
languages. They offer pedagogically sound, curriculum-compliant learning and teaching materials, offered in both print and
digital formats to offer a complete blended solution. Their goal is to help solve the education challenges on the continent and
to impact learners and students positively anytime and anywhere, by transforming lives through education.
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Oxford University Press

Oxford University Press advances knowledge and learning in South Africa and across the world. They
produce educational material and support for Grade R to 12, TVET, higher education and home learning in
a variety of South African languages, and they aim to make their content available to their customers in
whichever format suits them best, whether print or digital.
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